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HOUSE ROOTS
Discovering Your Old House in Moose Jaw

Moose Jaw's rich heritage is well known in Saskatchewan.
But
less well known,
even to local academics,
is the
rich
documentation concerning
its buildings.
These documents are
dispersed throughout the city (and beyond), languishing forgotten
in vaults and cabinets.
More demands are being made for accurate information about the
buildings in Moose Jaw as the heritage movement gains momentum.
A real need has developed for this documentation, whether for
heritage designation, grant assistance or general
scholarship.
To this day, no one has been able to benefit from the full
spectrum of information available because one group of records or
another had not come to light.
The objective of HOUSE ROOTS is to identify and locate the
relevant documents, and, moreover, to guide the amateur and
academic researcher through the research process. HOUSE ROOTS is
intended to be a tool for expanding the existing inventory of
heritage sites, and for encouraging local people to participate
actively in the heritage education process.
It may also be used
as a model for other communities to identify and locate
similar
records in their own districts, and to bring them to the
attention of the public.
HOUSE ROOTS was produced with the kind assistance of the Moose
Jaw Main Street Project and the Moose Jaw Public Library with a
General
Heritage Conservation Grant from the
Saskatchewan
Department of Culture and Recreation.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Researching older buildings requires many skills.
The HOUSE
ROOTS sleuth needs the wherewithall of a detective, archivist,
genealogist, land agent and dedicated snoop.
The chances are,
fortunately, that each of us has just enough of the
necessary
skills to eventually be rewarded.
This isn't to say you might
not be disappointed in the final analysis; but the chances are
pretty good you will know a lot more than you did when you
started.
HOUSE ROOTS is a guide to the records used to research Moose
Jaw's built environment. It has been layed out in a step-by-step
format.
Each record type is described, located and explained.
Hints are given for the novice, and caveats provided for the
experienced researcher. A number of background items to this
guide to the records have been included in the appendices.
These
appendices
should provide shortcuts
or
additional
information to help you use the records more efficiently.

The Moose Jaw Public Library Archives collection contains gems like this photo
published in an early brochure.
It shows the first houses built in High Park.
(The houses are still standing on Main Street North.)

2. SOURCES FOR RESEARCH
Success
in HOUSE ROOTS researching usually depends on
a
systematic approach to information gathering.
The following
pages identify the most likely sources of information on your
older house or building.
The sources are more or less in order
of general to specific information, and greatest to least
likelihood of quickly finding information on your house or
building.
While all the information is Moose
Jaw-oriented,
similar records exist in many communities.
For more general
information on researching buildings, refer to Margaret Carter's
booklet, RESEARCHING HERITAGE BUILDINGS (Ottawa: Minister of the
Environment, 1983. Catalogue No. R64-98/3-1983E).
Before you delve into the world of directories, assessments and
permits, you must know how a building is described in each
source's particular 'language.' STREET ADDRESS is an easy one;
it is the number and street system that gets your mail to your
building. Directories use street addresses. LEGAL DESCRIPTION is
not used as frequently in everyday life, but you must know your
legal description (commonly known as 'lot and block') to be able
to use the Assessment Rolls and Permit Books.
Your lot, block
and subdivision, or legal description, are listed on your current
tax assessment or can be obtained from the City Tax Assessor.
To help you visualize what records are available in Moose
Jaw,
and what dates each covers, see Appendix 1.
If your house is
pre-1905, your most comprehensive source of information will be
the ASSESSMENT ROLLS.
If it is post-1906, your best bet will be
BUILDING PERMITS.
But either way, you should consult the
HENDERSON'S DIRECTORIES first for a quick-check of your facts.
And to fill in additional information, or to help in difficult
searches,
the NEWSPAPERS, FIRE INSURANCE MAPS and various
building files in the Public Library Archives and Art Museum
should be consulted.
For commercial buildings, particularly in the downtown area,
researchers should go directly to the Barry Elmer Files in the
Art Museum. Mr. Elmer has put together a comprehensive data base
on hundreds of buildings, past and present, in the downtown area.
His files are open to the public, and are organized by street
address.

THE HENDERSON'S

DIRECTORIES

1. Henderson's
Manitoba and North West Territories Gazeteer and
Directory (title varies), Henderson Directories Ltd., Winnipeg.
a) 1886/87 (pub. 1886); 1887 to 1898 inclusive. On microfilm
in Saskatchewan Archives, Regina. Moose Jaw sections copied
in the Moose Jaw Public Library Archives.
Moose Jaw is listed in the North West Territories
section.
Has an alphabetical listing of residents and businesses, but
no addresses are given. List of inhabitants does not appear
to be complete.

b) 1899 (vol.XXI);
1900 (XXII);
1904 (XXIII); 1905 (XXIV);
1906 (XXV); 1907 (XXVI). On shelf in Saskatchewan Archives,
Reg*ina.
Moose Jaw sections copied in the Moose Jaw Public
Library Archives.
Moose Jaw is listed in the North West Territories
section
before
1905.
Has an alphabetical listing of residents
and businesses; addresses are given in 1905 and subsequent
years.

2. Henderson's Moose Jaw City Directory,
Ltd.,Winnipeg.

Henderson

Directories

1908 (vol.1);
1909 (II);
1911 (III);
1912 (IV); 1913 (V);
1914/15 (VI); 1916 to present.
On shelf in Moose Jaw Public
Library Archives.
Each volume contains an alphabetical directory, classified
business directory,
street directory (except vol.1), clubs,
associations, civic officials and so on, and advertising.

The first step in determining when your house was
built, and
possibly
by whom, is to look in the Henderson's
Directories.
These directories were published yearly (or nearly so) to provide
a cross-reference for those who purchased them; salesmen
found
them particularly useful—and still do. They were compiled for a
number of cities in Western Canada, providing a fairly accurate
'snapshot' of a city at a given moment in time--though they are
typically fraught with typographical errors and omissions.
The directory was compiled each year by canvassing all houses and
businesses in the city.
Canvassing was completed well before
publication date, so by checking the publication month and year
near the front of the directory you can establish the date by
which the canvass had to have been completed.
Unfortunately the
actual date a resident was canvassed at a particular address was
not recorded.
So what the Henderson Directory tells us is that a

certain occupant was at a given address somewhat before the date
of publication.
This information can be useful when compared to
other sources of information.
The directory also shows the evolution of neighbourhoods.
For
example, comparing a particular residential street from one year
to the next will show when new addresses—that is, new houses-appear on the street.
On occasion, the canvasser will note "new
house" on his listing. This refers to a house under construction,
or finished but not yet occupied.
This is valuable 'first hand'
documentation that does not require the usual extrapolation
between two years of directories to determine the approximate
date of construction.
It helps to have a general idea of the date your house was built
before turning to the directories.
A quick source for this is
the City Tax Assessor's field sheet (City Hall), which records an
approximate date of construction.
The older the house, the less
accurate this approximation tends to be. With this date in hand,
turn to the directory for that year.
If your house number does
not appear in the appropriate place (remember that houses were
often grouped by the side of the street they were on; that is,
all even numbers together, and all odd numbers together), then
turn to the next later edition of the directory, continuing until
your house number first appears. Your house was built within the
twelve months or so prior to the date of publication of this
directory.
If your house number appears in the first directory you looked
in, proceed
in the other direction, using earlier directories
until the first appearance of your house number is established.
If you are using the directories published before World War I you
will find the addresses of houses do not correspond
with our
current system.
304 Fairford Street East, for example, was
originally called 94 Fairford.
Determining your pre-WWI house
address requires a little detective work.
If you are lucky, the
same person lived in the house in the 1913 directory as the
1914/15 directory, and you can simply continue to trace the older
number back in time.
If the house changed occupants when the
number changed, the next-door neighbours may have stayed. If you
can find them in both directories and determine their house
number change, this information can be used as a reference point
for determining your address change.
On the rare occasions when
nearly all houses on a street changed occupancy between 1913 and
1914/15, a good guess can be made for your address change if the
number of houses on that street remained the same.
But if new
houses were built and no occupants stayed at the same address
over the address transition period, you have hit an impasse. It
may not be possible to identify which house had which address.
Other sources will have to be searched (Land Titles or Assessment
Rolls may prove helpful).
It is worth noting the name of the first occupant of the house
when you finally determine the first appearance of the address.

He or she may have been the builder of the house.
Further
research will confirm this. Even if the person did not build the
house, you will know who moved in when the paint and plaster were
still curing.
For those researching in the older directories, the changes in
the street names may be a little confusing. For example, today's
numbered streets north of Caribou Street had names before 1914:
Second Avenue NE was Elm Street, Second Avenue NW was Clyde
Street, and so on (see Appendix 2).
In the years immediately
following the change in names the directories supplied
a cross
reference to lessen the confusion.
Each new street name (Second
Avenue NW, for example) was followed by a note about its former
name (Clyde Street, north of Caribou, in this example). Once you
have discovered the old name, use it in earlier directories as
you continue to work your way back in time.
(To see if you have
mastered
the system, trace 1156 Second Avenue NW back to its
original number and strett. You shoud get 52 Clyde Street.)

Moose Jaw, southeast from the Scott Block, about 1911 (MJPLA photo 81-133).
Views like this can show details about your house and neighbourhood unavailable elsewhere.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS
1. Assessment Roll/Collector's Roll
a) 1884 to 1898 inclusive.
Library Archives.

Originals in Moose

Jaw

Public

Rolls compiled by lot and block. The information typically
includes a description (eg. House and Lot), name of person
being assessed, real estate value and total value for each
property.
b) 1901, 1902, 1905, 1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1926 only.
Originals in Saskatchewan
Archives,
Regina.
Microfilm
copies in the Moose Jaw Public Library Archives.
Similar in content to earlier rolls.
For house researchers with homes built before 1905,
Henderson's
Directories will not be of any use in determining the year of
construction or first tenant since addresses are not given.
The
most complete sources of information for Moose Jaw's earliest
buildings are the Assessment Rolls.
These documents were
compiled
every
year for the purpose of tax
assessment.
Collector's Rolls, a record of tax collection, are included in
this group of records.
Assessment Rolls vary somewhat from year to year, but are
generally compiled by lot and block. Lot and block numbers for a
particular property are noted in the legal description of the
property
(if you are the property owner, you will have this
information) and on all recent assessment statements and tax
bills.
The lot and block, not the address, is the legal method
of identifying a particular property, and any buildings on the
property.
It is necessary to know your lot and block, including
the subdivision, for most HOUSE ROOTS searching.
The Assessment Rolls usually note some description of what is
being assessed: a "Lot," for example, or "Lot and House."
In
many cases, finding the construction date for a house simply
involves finding the first year a "House" was noted and assessed.
This indicates the house was built in the previous twelve months.
In some cases, however, the description of what was being
assessed is too vague to establish whether or not a house was
involved.
In these cases, comparing a number of years of "Real
Estate Values" for your property to the same years' "Total
Values" will reveal a jump in total value in a particular year.
This normally means a new structure (a house) had been built and
subsequently assessed.
You can usually infer that the likely
cause of a significant jump in assessment was a new house.
But
do not be mislead by the general rise in total value over the
years; you are looking
for a jump of more than the general
increase or 'appreciation' of property value over time.

BUILDING PERMITS (1906-1911)
1906 to 1911 inclusive, with a few large permits for 1912.
Original ledger in Moose Jaw Public Library Archives.
The permit applications are arranged chronologically, with
property
identified by block and lot.
The information
includes the date, applicant, lot and block and estimated
value of the building.
For the decade between
1898,
when the continuous run of
Assessment Rolls ends, and 1908, when the Moose Jaw Henderson
Directories begin, a major gap exists in records concerning
houses in Moose Jaw.
The earliest North West Territories
Henderson Directory that lists addresses in Moose Jaw, the 1905
edition, helps close the gap by three years.
But the oldest
surviving register of building permits provides a wealth of
information on buildings planned and built between 1906 and 1911.
The old Building Permit book, like the Assessment Rolls, is
compiled chronologically with property identified
by lot and
block
(not by address).
The amount of information you can find
in it varies from year to year. The minimum information includes
the date of the permit, the applicant for the permit, the lot and
block and the estimated value of the building. For a few years a
conscientious
clerk recorded,
in addition to the standard
information, the type of building (house, shed, shop, etc.), the
number of storeys, the material, and even the heating system and
whether it was to be wired for electricity.
It should be noted that a permit was required for a carriage
house as well as a dwelling house, so it is wise to familiarize
yourself with the typical value of houses for the era, lest you
attribute a permit for a shed or outbuilding to the house you are
researching. That is, be suspicious of a permit for $400 on your
lot and block when other houses in the neighbourhood never appear
for less than $1,200.
Also, do not take the estimated value as gospel. Costs, then as
today, tended to be underestimated
(banks, ever trying to
impress, being the exception!).
People, then as today, would
build without permits, so not finding a permit for your house
does not mean you are researching a phantom building.

REGISTER OF PERMITS FOR NEW BUILDINGS (1914-present)
1. 1914 to 1928 inclusive.
Library Archives.

Copy in the Moose Jaw

Public

Permit applications are arranged chronologically,
with
property identified by lot and block.
The
information
recorded includes the date, permit number, applicant, lot
and block, estimated value and the type of building or
nature of the work.
2. 1929 to 1951 inclusive (vol.2); 1946 to 1956
(vol.3);
1957 to 1963 (vol.4).
Original registers in the Engineer's
Department, City Hall.
Permits in volumes 2, 3 and 4 are kept in the Engineer's
Department and access to them is subject to the prior
approval of that Department.
The information recorded is
similar to the first volume, but is arranged alphabetically
by streets and avenues in volumes 3 and 4.
Volume 2 is
arranged in reverse order (that is, 1951 to 1929).
Unfortunately, the permit records for the period of Moose Jaw's
greatest growth, 1912 to 1913, are missing and presumed lost.
The records from 1914 are complete, however, and are a valuable
source of information for HOUSE ROOTS sleuths.
Once you have narrowed down the construction date of your postWWI
house from the Assessor's field sheet and
Henderson
Directories,
you can look up the Building Permit in the
appropriate Register of Permits.
The 1914 to 1928 register has
been copied and filed in the Public Library Archives; for the
post-1928 registers,
arrangements have to be made ahead of time
with Engineer's Department of the City of Moose Jaw in order to
view
their records.
The registers are fairly
complete,
containing
the
relevant information
about
the
date
of
application, tRe applicant (often the contractor rather than the
owner), the lot and block, the estimated value, and the nature of
the work. Sometimes architects or general contractors are noted.
The
registers contain the most accurate information about
buildings
in Moose Jaw.
But remember the
entries
are
applications for permits, not records of construction. A permit
may not have been acted upon', so a thorough search may be
advisable to detemine if another permit was obtained at a later
date for the same proposed work.
And mistakes were made in
recording, so check carefully for your reference.
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LAND TITLES OFFICE
All Land Titles records are kept in the Land Titles Office.
Historical title searches are undertaken by the staff.
You
must know the lot, block and subdivision of your property.
The Land Titles Office is the only HOUSE ROOTS source where you
cannot gain free access to the records.
The records must be
retrieved by staff members for your inspection,
and each
retrieval is subject to a small fee.
Since this fee is charged
for each retrieval, and there is a record on file of each
transaction concerning your property, it is possible to run up
quite a little bill for properties which changed hands or
mortgages frequently over the period of your search.
That said, it is not normally a costly undertaking to have an
historical title search done.
Each file pulled will provide you
with a piece of the ownership history of the property you are
researching.
Title searches work back in time from the present
to the past; by following each change in ownership you can build
a verbal picture of your property over time as far back as the
original survey, if you so wish. Some of the legal jargon may be
confusing, but if workload permits, a staff member may be able to
help you sort out the intricacies.
The basic idea is to follow
the thread of a Certificate of Title being
issued,
and
subsequently cancelled for a new Certificate (and owner).
These
transactions are dated and registered, not necessarily on the
same date.
A title search will not necessarily tell you when a
house was built, but a record of a mortgage being taken out at
about the same time as you estimate a house was built (from your
research in the Henderson Directories or Assessment Rolls) will
help to confirm the date and the person involved.
Land Titles
records are legal records, and are as error-free as is humanly
possible.
The Land Titles Office is a busy place, and you may have to wait
to have your title search done.
You may wish to leave your
information on your property (lot, block and subdivision) with a
clerk and return later to view the records.
The staff will
advise you of the procedure.
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FIRE INSURANCE MAPS
1. Occidental Insurance Company Fire Insurance Map for Moose Jaw.
a) Nov. 1899 (corrected to 1903).
7 sheets.
the Moose Jaw Public Library Archives.

Photocopies in

The seven sheets cover the Town of Moose Jaw, Assiniboia,
showing
building outlines and construction
materials,
streets and some details relating to fire safety.
b) Oct. 1905.
13 sheets.
Public Library Archives.

Photocopies in the

Moose

Jaw

The thirteen sheets cover the recently incorporated City of
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. Similar format to above.
2. Western Canada Fire Underwriters' Association Fire Insurance
Map for Moose Jaw.
a) Oct. 1913 (corrected to 1919). 33 sheets. Photographic
copies of sheets 1, 2a, 2b and 2c are in the Moose
Jaw
Public Library Archives.
These sheets cover the downtown
core area.
The 33 sheets (an incomplete set) are held in
the Public Archives of Canada National Map Collection,
Ottawa.

Fire insurance maps were produced as a guide for insurance
companies to underwrite fire insurance policies. They are useful
HOUSE ROOTS documents because they show each building in some
detail in the mapped area.
For houses they show the general
configuration of the building, including its porches, additions
and outbuildings,
and indicate through a code system its
construction material. For commercial buildings an indication is
also given of some major internal elements like stairs, elevators
and skylights.
The codes take some getting used to, especially
if you don't have the key and original map in front of you; a
number of codes relied on colour washes which of course do not
reproduce well on photocopies.
Nevertheless, you can usually
determine the intent, if not the colour of these codes on the
photocopies.
The maps were updated by means of small paper
patches glued over the original base map.
The fire insurance maps won't tell you when your building was
built
(unless it was under construction when the survey was
undertaken), but it will tell you if it existed by the date of
the map.
This is especially useful for buildings which may be
the second or third constructed on a specific lot, or moved onto
the lot (a small but surprising number of Moose Jaw houses were
relocated from farms or other sites).
For example, if an older
house was demolished and replaced by a new house, the Henderson's

D i r e c t o r y may not show the change f r o m one year to the n e x t . But
by c o m p a r i n g the o u t l i n e and d e t a i l s of the older house on the
f i r e i n s u r a n c e map w i t h the house now on the lot, you may be able
to
say the two are not the same.
Just remember t h a t a simple
box-shaped
house in
1905 may have evolved into a many-winged
house by 1985.
C a r e f u l i n v e s t i g a t i o n may be r e q u i r e d b e f o r e you
come to a c o n c l u s i o n .
You should also look at the s u r r o u n d i n g n e i g h b o u r h o o d on the
maps.
W h i l e close in
n o w , you may have once been on
the
o u t s k i r t s of town.
The sparseness of development may s u r p r i s e
you.
The maps can help you v i s u a l i z e your neighbourhood
when
your house was b u i l t , and g r a p h i c a l l y d e m o n s t r a t e how much
the
c i t y has changed.

Architectural drawings exist for a small number of Moose Jaw houses.
This
bungalow design was submitted to the Engineer's Department in 1922 by local
architect Henry Hargreaves.
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NEWSPAPERS
The Moosejaw News, The Moose Jaw Times, The Moose Jaw Times
(Semi-Weekly Edition), The Moose Jaw Evening Times, The Moose Jaw
Times Morning Herald, The Moose Jaw Daily News and the Moose Jaw
Times-Herald.
1884 to date.
Originals in the Moose Jaw Public Library
Archives.
Original papers for the 1940s and early 1950s
were lost in a flood several years ago, but the Saskatchewan
Archives' collection for Moose Jaw covers this period. 1884
to 1940 inclusive, and 1971 to a recent date are on
microfilm in the Public Library Archives.
The Archives
hopes to eventually microfilm the entire run of newspapers.
Moose Jaw's newspapers are a valuable source of information on
the city and its citizens.
As can be seen from the list above,
the community's papers went through numerous
incarnations and
mergers during the past century. Publishers, too, came and went,
but a number stayed long enough to play major roles in the
development
of the city: Walter Scott, the province's first
Premier, owned The Moose Jaw Times for a time.
Researching the newspapers can be frustrating.
A wealth of
information lies buried in the miles of printed columns, but
finding the specific item you want can be time-consuming and
tedious.
There have been attempts to index certain aspects of
the newspapers to make them more accessible, but this has not
been completed in any substantial way.
The Archivist in the
Public Library can tell you what indexes might exist.
A local
architectural historian, Barry Elmer, has reviewed the early
Regina Leader and all Moose Jaw's newspapers from 1884 to about
1914
to
extract information on buildings,
builders
and
architecture for his data base on downtown buildings
(see the
section on the Art Museum and N.E.C.).
This is a superb finding
aid for building-related information.
To use the newspapers effectively, you must know within a short
time span when the event you are researching took place,
otherwise you will spend enormous amounts of time reading. If you
are looking for a reference to a house being built, you may be
out of luck unless the house, the builder or the circumstances
were notable.
A plain house built by a typical citizen was not
newsworthy material.
During the boom years of 1912-1913, when
many Moose Jaw houses were built, the newspaper would summarize
the Building Inspector's monthly Permit Application report near
the beginning or end of each month; you may find find reference
to your building in these articles (the original reports no
longer exist).
If you do find a story or mention of your
building, you should carefully note the title of the newspaper,
the date, page and column in case you want to find it again.
A
little time spent doing this will save untold grief if you want
to recheck the article later.
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ARCHITECTURAL

DRAWINGS

1. Moose Jaw Public Library Archives
"Blueprints."
A
small
collection
of
miscellaneous
architectural
blueprints--mostly house plans from
the
1920s—originally
deposited
in
the
City
Engineer's
Department.
A number of these drawings were drawn for the
Security
Lumber Co. by draftsman J. B. Stephanson, one of Moose Jaw's
most prolific house designers.
Others were
signed by
contractor C. T. Karsgaard and by E. J. Goodman ("EJG").
Architect Henry Hargreaves is also well represented in this
small collection.
2. Engineer's Department, City Hall
Architectural drawings.
A large collection of indexed and
unindexed drawings
submitted as requirements for building
permits.
The Engineer's Department has kept copies of architectural
drawings
for most major buildings still standing in Moose
Jaw.
The earliest drawing dates from 1906, but pre-WWI
drawings are not plentiful.
These drawings have been
indexed by use (Apartments, Commercial, etc.). House plans
have not been saved.
But an unindexed, unfiled carton of
miscellaneous drawings includes almost three dozen
house
plans from 1914 to 1954 (see Appendix 3).
NOTE: Permission
to view (but not remove under any circumstances) a drawing
in the Engineer's Department must be obtained in advance.
Permission is at the discretion of the City Engineer.
While the chances of finding architectural drawings of your house
are remote, you may luck out if it was architect-designed
or
built by the Security Lumber Co.
These two groups are fairly
well represented
in these collections of drawings.
The house
designs in both the Archives and the Engineer's Department
are
identified by the client's name ("Bungalow for Mr. W. F. Thorn"),
not usually by the address.
Appendix 3 catalogues the unindexed
carton of drawings in the Engineer's Department.
The
addresses
for architects Henry Hargreaves, Norman L. Thompson,
R. G.
Bunyard and Sholto Smith's house designs have been determined and
recorded in "By Design: Moose Jaw's Resident Architects, 18821942"
(see Public Library Archives section).
Otherwise, the
address can usually be identified through the
Henderson's
Directories and confirmed with an on-site check.
Drawings are
usually drawn at 1/4 or 1/8 inch to the foot, with a floor
plan(s), section and elevation(s).
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MOOSE JAW ART MUSEUM AND N. E. C. FILES
The Barry Elmer Files
In the basement of the Art Museum in Crescent Park is a file
cabinet containing information compiled by local architectural
historian Barry Elmer.
Mr. Elmer spent most of his recent
summers—and a lot of free time year-round--combing through every
conceivable source in Moose Jaw and beyond for references to
Moose Jaw buildings and builders.
His passion for research may
save you a lot of time and effort in your own search for
information.
The first step in using the files is to contact the Art Museum
and make an appointment to see them.
The files are arranged by
streets. Most of Mr. Elmer's research dealt with the oldest part
of the city,
downtown,
so downtown
streets are
further
subdidvided
by block.
Main Street North, for example, has a
thick
file for each side of each block: first block north of
Manitoba Street, west side; first block, east side; and so on.
The files contain information on long-demolished
buildings as
well as current buildings, and contain biographical information
on owners and builders where appropriate.
Some pages are typed,
and some are in rough note form.
The early research does not
include page numbers from the newspapers, but in recent years Mr.
Elmer has noted page and column numbers for each reference.
Mr. Elmer used a short-hand system of his own invention to record
the sources of information.
Most of his data was culled from
newspapers, and each group of newspapers he reviewed was assigned
an arbitrary number.
Thus, he might have assigned the number
"21" to the series of The Moose Jaw Evening Times from October
1911 to April 1912 (not a real example).
This number will be
found preceding the precise date and text of an article
(saving
him the task of writing out "The Moose Jaw Evening Times" many
hundreds of times).
Even if you don't have the Master file of
numbers and corresponding newspapers in front of you, it is not
too difficult to figure out what newspaper
is being quoted.
Throughout most of Moose Jaw's history only one newpaper was
published at any one time; or only one title has survived and
been deposited in the Archives.
Mr. Elmer often quoted
brief
excerpts if the article rambled or covered other items of news,
but by going back to the original newspaper you can get the
entire article. In light of the vast volume of data sifted by Mr.
Elmer, it is not surprising that there are occasional mistakes in
transcription, so you might wish to check the original
source
after finding Mr. Elmer's notes for your building.
A
final
note:
if you are researching
a commercial
or
institutional building, you will likely find it in these
files.
If you are researching a house, particularly away from downtown
or on South Hill, your chances are not as good.
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MOOSE JAW PUBLIC LIBRARY ARCHIVES FILES
a) Subject files.
An alphabetical collection of files on
various aspects of Moose Jaw's history.
Of particular
interest are:
"Buildings--Historic Building Inventory."
Lists of
pre-1914 buildings in the city.
It is advisable to
double-check
any information in this file with other
sources (Building Permits, Assessment Rolls, etc.).
"Buildings, Moose Jaw—Historic." Information compiled
on a few notable Moose Jaw buildings (includes Chinese
United Church, 1883; Joyners, 1887; Moorgate Apts.,
1888; Grayson Block, C1889).
b) Interviews and personal papers.
Of particular interest
are the Sam McWilliams papers.
McWilliams was a very early
pioneer in Moose Jaw who reminisced about the early days,
recalling buildings built in the 1880s which were still
standing in 1942.
c) Photo collection.
An indexed collection of thousands of
historic photographs. Useful index categories include:
Houses
Moose Jaw—Views
Houses—Moose Jaw
Buildings
Streets--Moose Jaw
See also the family name you are researching, or the type of
business undertaken in your building.
Also ask to see the
promotional photo booklets produced after the turn of the
century by local boosters.
d) Biography files. A collection of newspaper clippings and
obituaries for hundreds of Moose Javians.
e) Fulton, Gordon W., "By Design: Moose Jaw's Resident
Architects, 1882-1942" (Moose Jaw: The Author, 1984), MS.
This booklet contains biographical information on about two
dozen Moose Jaw architects with lists of their known design
commi ss ions.
f) Other published,material.
There has not been very much
historical material written about Moose Jaw,
There are
three basic reference works and a number of specialized
studies. The basic references are:
Foster, Keith Allen, MOOSE JAW, THE FIRST DECADE, 18821892 (Regina: The Author, 1978), thesis.
Knight, Leith, ALL THE MOOSE . . . ALL THE JAW (Moose
Jaw: Moose Jaw 100, 1982).
Moose Jaw Saskatchewan Golden Jubilee Committee, GOLDEN
JUBILEE, 1903-1953 (Moose Jaw: The Committee, 1953).
The first is an academic study of the early town; the second
and third are anecdotal accounts of the history of the city.
A definitive history has yet to be written.
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This, the final HOUSE ROOTS source, is not an historical document
but a place.
The Public Library Archives houses most of the
documents discussed in HOUSE ROOTS, and the Archivist would be
pleased to guide you through their wonderful collection of
significa as you search for your house roots.
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APPENDIX 2:

MOOSE JAW STREET NAMES, OLD STYLE AND NEW STYLE

Old Style (pre-1914)
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
llth
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th

New Style

Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave

9th Ave NW
8th Ave NW
7th Ave NW
6th Ave NW
5th Ave NW
4th Ave NW
3rd Ave NW
2nd Ave NW
1st Ave NW
1st Ave NE
2nd Ave NE
3rd Ave NE
4th Ave NE
5th Ave NE
6th Ave NE
7th Ave NE
8th Ave NE
9th Ave NE

Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave
Ave

Aberdeen Ave
Alberta Ave
Beech Ave
Chantry Ave
Clyde Ave
Elm Ave
Larch Ave
Laurier Ave
McDonald Ave
Minto Ave
Montcalm Ave
Parkside Ave
Rupert Ave
Scott Ave
Skeena St

2nd Ave NW
5th Ave NW from Caribou W
1st Ave NE from Caribou E
3rd Ave NW from Oxford W
2nd Ave NW from Oxford W
2nd Ave NE from Caribou E
3rd Ave NE from Caribou E
7th Ave NE from Caribou E
6th Ave NE from Caribou E
7th Ave NW from Caribou W
5th Ave NE from Caribou E
continuation of Clifton
continuation of Grafton
continuation of Redland
continuation of River St
east of Moose Jaw Creek
8th Ave NE from Caribou E
continuation of 1st NW
8th Ave NW from Caribou W

Strathcona Ave
Unwin Ave
York Ave
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APPENDIX 3:

MISC. ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS, ENGINEER'S DEPARTMENT

F. H. Bailey house, Clifton Ave. Sept. 13, 1927.
H. L. Brown house additions, 1041 Main N. May 1929. Hargreaves.
Buelah house. No date.
Canadian Garage addition. No date.
J. R. D'Aoust house. March 1922. Hargreaves.
Leonard Fysh house addition, 1124 Henleaze. No date.
P. W. Graham house, lot 10, block 10 (?). No date. Hargreaves.
A. W. Green house alterations, 341 Ominica St W. No date.
Holmested house, Wellesley Park. May 30, 1914. Smith.
James Kennedy house, Langdon Cresc. No date. Hargreaves.
W. E. Kirsch house, 2nd Ave NW. Sept. 1926.
Jas. Knox house. No date.
A. Latham house, Langdon Cresc. No date. Bunyard.
Carl T. Logan house alterations, 1109 2nd Ave NW. No date.
G. Minto house, 1151 Main St N. No date.
Church of the Nazarene alterations, 66 Ross St W. No date.
W. C. Panabaker house. No date.
H. D. Pickett house alts, 1053 Clifton. Aug. 1929. Hargreaves.
A. S. Pipes house. Apr. 25, 1940.
Mrs Trevor B. Seaborn house alterations, Ross and Alder. No Date.
Lt-Col. W. E. Seaborn house alterations, 206 Oxford W. June 1942.
J. L. Sellers house. No date.
Sisters of Providence Hospital addn, (Ominica W, 1913). Bunyard.
Mrs Lillian M. Stevens house alterations. No date. Thompson.
W. C. Trick (apartment block?). No date.
W. C. Trick house, lot 5, block 2, Rosemont Addition. 1920.
The Western Oil Co. grease plant. March 1947.
A. Westwood septic tank plant. River Park. Oct. 22, 1913. Smith.
Willms house (?), 1170 Redland. No date.
551 Hochelaga St E. 12/1/31.
Monk Ave and 7th Ave NW, between Hall and Saskatchewan. War Time
Housing. 1946.
Forbes Ltd. house, Redland Ave., lot 17, 18, block 16, Rosemont.
Apr. 22, 1929.
Calgary House Plan Service, 1954.
Bungalows in High Park
(7 plans on 6 sheets). Aug.
Hargreaves.
Bungalows in Wellesley Park (6 plans on 6 sheets).
Hargreaves.

1922.

Bold-face names are architects; see "By Design: Moose
Resident Architects, 1882-1942" for more information.

Jaw's
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1922.

APPENDIX 4:

ADDRESSES OF SOURCES

MOOSE JAW PUBLIC LIBRARY ARCHIVES
Crescent Park
461 Langdon Crescent
MOOSE JAW, Saskatchewan
S6H 0X6
(306) 692-2787
CITY OF MOOSE JAW, ENGINEER'S DEPARTMENT
3rd Floor, City Hall
228 Main Street North
MOOSE JAW, Saskatchewan
S6H 3J8
(306) 693-3621
MOOSE JAW ART MUSEUM AND NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE
Crescent Park
MOOSE JAW, Saskatchewan
S6H 0X6
(306) 692-4471
SASKATCHEWAN ARCHIVES BOARD
University of Regina
REGINA, Saskatchewan
S4S OA2
(3303 Hillsdale Avenue)
(306) 565-4068
PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA
395 Wellington Street
OTTAWA, Ontario
K1A ON3
(613) 995-5138
SASKATCHEWAN LAND TITLES OFFICE
76 Fairford Street West
MOOSE JAW, Saskatchewan
S6H 1V1
(306) 692-3021
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Cover photo: Florence and Ransom L. Slater shortly after 1895 in front of
their home east of present-day 35 High Street East. MJPLA photo.

ISBN

0-9692-023-0-X

